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noticed something strange in my Yahoo list of
parking articles. The majority of them talk about
parking fees, fines, on-street charges – all being
raised in cities across the country.

All the articles have the same theme. Councils are trying to
balance their budgets on the backs of the parking public. Once
again, parking has moved from being a “fee” to being a “tax.”

When you park on-street in Miami Beach, you will be paying
an additional buck an hour because the local city dads are looking
for ways to balance the budget. That extra buck isn’t a charge
because it suddenly became more expensive to service and main-
tain the parking in MB, or because the free market says that people
will pay more; it’s because they need the money.

What about Burlington, VT? Here’s the entire story in the
Boston Globe online:

“The city of Burlington is hoping to raise an extra $500,000
through an increase in parking fees. Parking rates at city parking
garages will increase to a maximum of $8 from the current $5.50.
Long-term lease rates will increase as will parking meters. But city
officials decided to keep the two-hour free parking policy for shop-
pers at downtown garages. Officials say it’s the first increase in
parking rates in a decade.”

The first line tells you where the money is going; the last line
is the justification.

Here’s one more, from the News-Republican in Boone, IA:
“The City Council enacted an ordinance that raised the fines

for overtime parking from $5 to $10. The fine increase was enact-
ed for a few reasons. One was to help equalize a service the city
provides with the cost in providing it. “It’s due to general expens-
es,” said city administrator Luke Nelson. “The fines hadn’t gone
up for a long period, and the city has to make sure that they stay
consistent with providing a service, such as parking enforcement.
... Funds collected from parking fines go into the general fund of
the city, which helps pay for many different services, including law
enforcement.”

Did you catch it? Funds collected from parking fines go into
the city’s general fund. That says it all; the rest is window dressing.

These increases, and hundreds like them across the country,
are simply ways for cities to collect money. They bear no relation-
ship to the market price for parking, the need to clear parking or
“churn” for businesses; nor do they bear any resemblance to the
need for opening up parking to cut down on congestion. 

They simply are set higher to increase revenue, and put it into
the general fund.

This is a horror. It skews parking requirements, makes no dif-
ference in the on-street/off-street value of parking, doesn’t entice
folks into off-street, and certainly none of the money will ever see
its way back into the neighborhoods whence it came. It’ll just go to
fund the latest boondoggle the folks in city hall have up their
sleeve.

Point of View

I
BY JOHN VAN HORN

I spent the last few days on a road trip. Drove from LA to the
SF Bay Area. I’ll tell you, based on the traffic on Interstate 5, there
is no gas crunch. It was loaded with cars and trucks – but that’s for
another time. We started the trip in the traditional manner, with ZZ
Top’s “Smart Dressed Man” turned up on the stereo. 

Why ZZ Top? It all goes back to a John Sandford novel “Bro-
ken Prey.” The protagonist, Lucas Davenport, solves murders
mostly in the Twin Cities area, and throughout this novel, there was
a subplot in which he and his friends were selecting the top 100
Rock Songs (no Beatles or Elvis) to put on his new iPod. Some-
where in there, he took a road trip and fired up ZZ Top because
“any decent road trip will start with ZZ Top.” He’s right – try it.

You can get Sandford’s opinion of the top 100 – Google his
website. I have found 95. If you want to know how Dimitri
Shostakovich got on the list, you have to read the book.

***
Actor Omar Sharif of “Dr. Zhivago” fame slugged a valet

parking attendant outside a Beverly Hills steakhouse in 2005. The
attendant sued the actor. What you may not know is that this thing
has been winding its way through the courts for the two years. It
came to a head just before the trial started when Sharif decided to
fire his attorneys and handle the case himself. 

He told the court to send all communications to him care of a
country club in Cairo and washed his hands of the proceedings. He
didn’t appear when the trial started, and the judge found for the
plaintiff and awarded an amount, including attorney’s fees, in
excess of half a mil.

Sharif may be a bad drunk, but he is no fool. His position is
that this is all ridiculous. He was happy to pay the attendant some-
thing for his pain and suffering, plus his costs, and apologize.
However, he didn’t feel that a quarter of a million in attorney’s fees
plus $350,000 to the valet was appropriate, so he just opted out.

Since all his assets are in Egypt, his native country, the only
way anyone can get to them is to retry the case in Cairo, and no
one is up for that since the valet’s attorneys haven’t been paid a
cent. It all seems to be moot.

Here’s what I think. Sharif is right. OK, he’s an oaf and a bad
drunk (this has happened before), but if he had been JVH, he
would probably have spent a day in the slammer, made to pay resti-
tution, and that would have been that. However, since he’s a rich
actor, they went for the deep pockets. This is what’s wrong with
our justice system. 

That blindfolded woman with the scales is actually peeking
out from under the handkerchief that is covering her eyes. If the
person has some big bucks and a good attorney, they can get by
with anything (can anyone say OJ?), but if they are an average stiff
who does the same stupid thing, they get nailed.

In this case, the reverse happened. Since the “mark” was rich,
he was forced to defend himself by spending more than a hundred

Taxes, Rock, 
and a Russian Doctor
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PARIS

“We largely credit PARIS with the
substantial increase in collections
we have realized... as much as 35%
over historical levels...”

Anthony Giarratana, Owner
Premier Parking

For more information contact:
ruth.beaman@IntegraPark.com or call: 888.852.9993

that’s custom built for monthly
parking. PARIS easily—
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terms, including rate
escalations and minimum
billings

•Automates collections
with credit card charges
and bank drafts

• Integrates with many
popular access card
systems

•Tracks parkers by
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category, rate, and
credential

• Ensures that all active access
cards are being billed

• Produces professional charts
and reports

• Provides complete audit trails
• Customizes invoices and

calculates late fees
• Manages waiting list

PARIS is the billing and
receivables system

“The PARIS application has made
A/R in our company much easier.
Providing a faster process to setup
cards, post payments and input
charges–there are fewer steps.
This has cut down on our workload
by 75%.”

Jeff Shaw, Parking Director
Zion Securities Corp

Discover untapped revenue with the PARIS advantage
IntegraPark.com
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grand – the process was strung out for-
ever – and when it came down to it
forced to pay everyone’s attorney’s
fees and nearly $400K in awards to the
valet.

Unfortunately. Sharif was too
smart for everyone. He decided not to
play. He can continue to work and
travel in the States, it appears, and con-
tinue living just as he had before. Is it
fair? Probably not. The poor valet gets
zip. But in the end, is a huge award and
beaucoup bucks for attorneys any
more fair?

Just saying ...
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Cale Parking Systems USA, Inc. is
proud to introduce Jeff Nethery who will
manage the company’s Help Desk.  Jeff
has been a pioneer in the parking indus-
try, installing one of the first solar pay
stations in downtown Denver, using
license plate data for parking behavior
modeling and developing data collection
methods for geo-coding public parking
entry points. Jeff will be bringing his
knowledge and skill set to CALE to fur-
ther develop its  “One Stop Shopping”

call center that our current and future
customers will have access to, via a toll
free number, 24 hours a day, seven days a
week.

Michael Civitelli has joined Walker
Parking Consultants as a parking con-
sultant in its Airport Group. He will help
oversee and facilitate the firm’s nation-
wide projects with a focus on clients in
the airport industry. Civitelli brings 14
years of parking experience, including
eight years as an airport operations man-

PEOPLE IN PAR KING Send information for this section to:

Editor@parkingtoday.com

ager at Sea-Tac and the Colorado Springs
airports. 

Says Qin “Michael” Ye, General
Manager of Shanghai-based Magnetic
Control Systems: “With the continuous
success for Magnetic barriers, we are
expanding our leading market position in
China with a further order of 250 high-
performance MIB 20 barriers to be
installed on China’s highways, to assist
in regulating traffic on toll roads.” Chi-
nese authorities’ planning foresees for

2009 a further extension of the sys-
tem with this proven barrier model,
Ye said.

Genetec has opened a sales
office in Spain as part of its Euro-
pean growth strategy. Due to increas-
ing demand in the Iberian market, the
company selected one of Madrid’s
most popular business centers as the
hub for its new regional office. 

Digital Monitoring Products
(DMP) has named Rob Bayless as its
new Northwest Regional Sales Man-
ager. He will be responsible for
developing new sales and providing
on-going service to the DMP-author-
ized dealers in his region. 

Universal Boot Inc. and Informa-

Continued on Page 10

� Reliable high-performance 
gates for 24-hour operation

� More cost-effective gates for low traffic areas

� Customizable arm, adjustable speed

� Fast action for airport parking, toll-roads and casino lots

� Mid-speed action for hospitals, offices and university lots

� Slow action for built-in safety features

� Simple design, easy installation

� Barrier arms of different lengths as well as folding/
articulating types

Contact us today to start improving your R.O.G.

(RETURN-ON-GATE)

Call: 1-866-219-9301      Email: sales@enovar.com

Enovar has a singular, unwavering focus: 
delivering you the greatest value for your parking and 

traffic gate investment. Enovar gates are installed in more 
than 10,000 locations worldwide. We offer a 

full range of gates to meet all of 
your requirements.
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The IPS Single Space Meter
features:

• Patented Flexi-Pay™ mechanism 

accepts payment by coin, credit card,

debit card and smart card.

• Meters are wirelessly networked and 

connected to a web-based Management

System.

• Solar powered with rechargeable 

battery pack guaranteed for 3 years.

• Full credit card and cash collection 

auditing capabilities.

• Uses existing poles, housings, cash 

containers and collection techniques.

• Operating costs are lower than Pay-

and-Display or Pay-by-Space systems.

IPS Group Inc is a global engineering and manufacturing company, with offices in 6 countries.

For 15 years, we have been delivering world-class solutions to the telecommunications and parking industries.

Africa | Australia | Europe | New Zealand | United Kingdom & Ireland | United States

© Copyright 2007 IPS Group Inc.All rights reserved. | Corporate Web Site: www.IPSGroupInc.com 
IPS Group Inc. | 12526 High Bluff Dr., Suite 165 | San Diego, CA 92130

Are you ready to experience
first-hand the simplicity and
performance of this
revolutionary product?

Contact us at IPS to arrange an 
on-site demonstration.

Ask how you can receive a 
FREE 90 day Field Trial

Telephone: 1-858-764-4225

Email:
dave@ipsgroupinc.com

denis@ipsgroupinc.com

Website: www.ipsgroupinc.com

Introducing the World’s Most 
Advanced Single Space Parking
Meter with Credit Card capability
The revolutionary Single Space Meter from IPS can be retrofitted into existing

on street parking meter housings within 15 seconds without any additional

installation costs.

See it for yourself: www.ipsgroupinc.com/installvideo
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tion Engineering Group have announced a non-exclusive busi-
ness partnership to provide municipalities, universities and pri-
vate concerns with a complete Automated License Plate Recog-
nition (ALPR) and back-office billing system supported when
required by booting equipment to immobilize scofflaw viola-
tors.

Michael J. Nichols has been named Vice President, Parking
Development of Next Parking. He will be working from the
McLean, VA, office of Next Realty. Nichols brings more than
17 years of operational and sales experience in the parking
industry. “He is a seasoned professional whose experience will
serve us and our clients well,” said Andrew Hochberg, Next
Realty’s Managing Principal.

High Concrete Group has dedicated a new maintenance
building for its precast concrete headquarters facilities in Den-
ver, PA. The 16,200-square-foot building is designed to meet the
standards of the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design) rating program of the U.S. Green Building Council
at the silver level. Also, an electronic communication piece
developed by the company has been recognized with a Grand
Award in the APEX 20th Annual Awards for Publication Excel-
lence. “Designing Precast Parking Garages,” a continuing edu-
cation program registered with the American Institute of Archi-
tects, received the award in the electronic and video publications 
division. 

The American Institute of Steel Construction (AISC)

recently announced staff changes and promotions within its
Marketing Department. John Cross, P.E., vice president respon-
sible for structural steel industry marketing activities, will now
oversee both marketing and finance functions for AISC. Tabitha
Stine, P.E., formerly regional engineer for the Great Plains
Region, has been promoted to Director of Technical Marketing.
Keith Grubb, P.E., S.E., is now a regional engineer for the Mid-
Atlantic Region. Nina Kristeva joins AISC as regional engineer
for the West Coast.

TCP Inc., the world’s largest manufacturer of energy-effi-
cient lighting products, has hired Charles Gallagher as Vice
President of Operations and Jeffrey Bristol as Director of Retail
Sales and promoted Peter Weller to General Manager.

The Tilt-Up Concrete Association (TCA), a nonprofit inter-
national organization that serves to expand and improve the use
of site-cast Tilt-Up as the preferred construction method, has
added Craig Keast as a Membership Services Director. He will
be responsible for assisting the TCA membership growth initia-
tives, as well as a variety of services to aid existing members. 

Derek J. Soltes, AIA, LEED AP, has joined Walker Parking
Consultants in its Houston office as a Project Manager. He also
will provide architectural and sustainability consulting on all
projects from the Houston office. 

Hoffmann Architects has been awarded a contract by the
Parking Authority of Baltimore City (PABC) to evaluate the
structural integrity of eight municipal off-street parking struc-
tures throughout the metropolitan area. Garages to be assessed
are the Marriott, Market Center, Arena, Redwood Street, Caro-

PEOPLE IN PAR KING
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POWER

The computer ‘ON’ button. With it you have access to a 
portfolio of information management tools critical in today’s 
business climate. That portfolio just welcomed its newest 
member. 

Introducing entervo by Scheidt & Bachmann. It will become 
the benchmark by which Parking and Access Management 
will be measured for years to come.

Sounds incredible? 
It is. And we can prove it. 
By just pushing the ‘ON’ button. 

SOFTWARE. HARDWARE. EVERYWHERE.

For more information, call 781-272-1664 
www.scheidt-bachmann.com
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line Street, Little Italy, St. Paul Street and
Fayette Street parking facilities, built
between 1985 and 2003. 

Christy Hirsch has joined T2 Sys-
tems as Vice President of Sales. As part
of T2’s new Customer Relationship Man-
agement Team, Hirsch oversees all sales
activities, including new business devel-
opment and account management. Also,
T2 Systems’ President and CEO,

Michael Simmons, was named a Mid-
west finalist in the Ernst & Young Entre-
preneur of the Year award. This award
honors entrepreneurs who demonstrate
extraordinary success in the areas of
innovation, financial performance, and
personal commitment to their businesses
and communities. 

The Precast/Prestressed Concrete
Institute (PCI) has reorganized its publi-
cations division. Staff members involved
in the changes are Emily Lorenz, PCI

Journal editor-in chief, who has been pro-
moted to managing director of PCI’s Edi-
torial & Publishing Department; Paul
Grigonis, formerly PCI graphic designer,
promoted to manager of art direction and
production; Keith Ulrich, formerly PCI
manuscript editor, promoted to manag-
ing editor of non-periodicals; Michelle
Burgess, formerly associate editor for
the PCI Journal, named managing editor
of the magazine; Carrie Wyrick, hired as
technical editor, responsible for review-

ing manuals published by PCI and
the PCI Journal’s peer-reviewed,
technical and feature articles to
ensure technical accuracy and edi-
torial clarity; and Rory Cleveland,
hired as publications copy editor for
PCI’s print and electronic material. 

Bud Gray has joined Seku-
works as Vice President of Security
Programs, Commercial Develop-
ment.

The Concrete Industry Man-
agement (CIM) program, a busi-
ness intensive program that awards
students with a four-year Bachelor
of Science CIM degree, is seeking
donations for its fourth annual auc-
tion, to be held Feb. 5, 2009, at the
World of Concrete. Those interest-
ed in making a donation should
contact Wally Johnson at (713)
499-6229 or wjohnson@us-con-
crete.com. 

Frederic J. Kreiter has joined
Standard Parking as Vice President
of Transportation Services. He will
be responsible for the growth and
development of the ground trans-
portation and shuttle bus services
rendered throughout the company.
Kreiter will report to Jack Ricchiu-
to, Executive Vice President of its
Airports and Transportation Divi-
sion. Also, Tracy Lendi, the compa-
ny’s Director of Training and Devel-
opment, was named one of the Top
10 Young Trainers in the May 2008
issue of Training magazine. 

Dr. Andes de Paula joined Tag-
Master AB in August as Vice Presi-
dent of Sales and Marketing. He
will have global responsibility and
be part of the corporation’s Man-
agement Team. He comes from an
advisor position at Post &
Telestyrelsen in Sweden. De Paula
previously was CEO at Edge Mobil-
ity Holding AB, and has seven years
of Sales and Marketing experience

from Page 10
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www.novabus.com

We Listen,

You Drive
Nova Bus has the buses and bus transportation
solutions to help you succeed. The complete line
of Nova LFS vehicles offers performance, 
productivity and advanced design that adapt to
transit, suburban and shuttle applications.
The LFS HEV hybrid works best on stop-and-
go routes, while the LFS Artic can handle 
your highest traffic. And, as always, Nova Bus 
vehicles are backed by our customer pledge.
We listen, You Drive.



at Netcom Consultants and Ericsson.
Secura Key has promoted Pam Elkins to Marketing Com-

munications Manager. She had been Communications Coordi-
nator for the company’s marketing department for more than 11
years. Her new position acknowledges her instrumental role in
creating Secura Key’s new marketing and advertising programs,
in addition to managing trade shows, print media, product docu-
mentation, packaging and the website.

The American Concrete Institute (ACI) announces the
availability of five new publications to educate and inform
industry professionals on the newest concrete-related informa-
tion and technology. They can be ordered by calling (248) 848-
3800 or online at www.concrete.org. As always, ACI members
receive a special discount (up to 40 percent) on all publications. 

Denver-based Parking Consultants was selected to do func-
tional designs for the New Mexico State Capitol parking struc-
ture in Santa Fe, and for two garages at the University of New
Mexico in Albuquerque. In addition, the firm is completing
designs for the Montana State Fund garage in Helena. 

DCS Europe ID Solutions GmbH has announced its plan to
adopt fully the name Multicard and to change its legal name to
Multicard GmbH. The company officially launched its new iden-
tity at a reception for employees and customers from Germany
and Switzerland.

Desman recently opened an office in Denver to further
meet the needs of its growing client base in the West Coast

region. 
C. Melissa Horne is Business Development Manager at this new
office. Its eighth U.S. office, the new location also further
enhances the firm’s parking and transportation planning, design,
construction administration, and restoration of transportation
and parking facilities. 

Charles Churches Sr., P.E., recently joined the management
team of Carl Walker Construction (CWC), experts in parking
garage construction. As its Director of Marketing and Business
Development, he is responsible for sales and marketing of park-
ing structure construction and renovation. He will also be
responsible for design review and coordination. Also, CWC has
been awarded a $13.6 million contract to build a five-story,
1,000-car parking garage at The Meadows Racetrack & Casino
in Washington, PA. The 327,000 square-foot garage, a
design/build assignment for CWC, will incorporate a pre-
stressed, precast concrete frame and cast-in-place deck surfaces. 

Bruce Biedenbach has joined Skidata Inc. as Project Man-
ager as part of its Midwestern Regional Team. He has more than
26 years of experience in sales, service and operations manage-
ment within two leading parking companies. 

EZ-Assure has announced that the Santa Barbara Regional
Chamber of Commerce and the University of California, Los
Angeles are now Access-Assure customers. Company President
Euan Slidders said, “We are pleased to add these organizations
to the quickly growing number of customers who are using
Park-Assure and its combination of the power of the web and
state-of-the-art electronic locks to manage and protect their
parking revenues.”
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Parkeon has hired Dan Kupferman
as its newest U.S. Business Development
Manager. A “parking pro” for 16 years,
he will be responsible for managing key
accounts in the Northeast and Midwest. 

Floridaʼs Turnpike Enterprise
(FTE), which manages the SunPass sys-
tem used on 460 miles of Florida’s toll
highways, selected TransCore’s eGo Plus

radio frequency identification (RFID)
sticker tag to upgrade its current technol-
ogy, which has been in use since the late
1990s. The paper-thin, battery-less tags –
sold as the SunPass “Mini” – were made
available this summer at regular SunPass
outlets. The multimillion-dollar order
was for 1.5 million eGo Plus tags. 

Walter P Moore has opened a new
office – its 12th – in San Francisco.
Leading the expansion as Managing

Director is William A. Andrews, P.E., S.E.
He is a proven leader in providing struc-
tural engineering services for complex
new buildings, as well as seismic evalua-
tion and upgrades of existing facilities.
Also joining the new office is Rafael
Sabelli, P.E., S.E., who has extensive
experience in advanced applications of
seismic design. 

Central Parking System has
appointed Johann R. “Chip” Manning Jr.
to serve as Senior Vice President and

General Counsel. He most recently
served as President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Wolverine Tube Inc. 

Carl Walker Inc. has teamed
with Olsson Associates to provide
a comprehensive downtown parking
study for Lincoln, NE. The large
study encompasses several areas
surrounding the downtown core,
including the historic Haymarket
District, the convention center, the
state capitol / government and those
shared with the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln. The study also
will provide an assessment of a
smaller neighborhood area known
as the Havelock Business District.

Rich and Associates has been
selected to design a new 400-space
parking structure for Allegiance
Health (formerly Foote Hospital) in
Jackson, MI. The completed struc-
ture will include a number of inno-
vative features designed to enhance
the quality of care, including a roof-
top helipad and three ground-level
parking bays for ambulances. 

Timothy Haahs & Associates
was honored with an Award of Mer-
it at the International Parking Insti-
tute conference in Dallas. The
Alfred I. DuPont Hospital for Chil-
dren received this award recogniz-
ing excellence in parking structure
design in a nationwide competition.
The firm also received one of NJ
Future’s Smart Growth Awards for
the Rahway (NJ) Town Center Mas-
ter Plan project in the category of
Town Center Revitalization Plan. 

The Harman Group has been
selected to lead the design team for
the Mosteller Parking Facility
replacement project in West Chester,
PA. The firm will perform a study to
determine the number of parking
spaces and then full design and con-
struction administration services for
the new multi-level parking facility

from Page 14
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As America’s Design-Build Leader,  
we get it done faster, better and for less money.

For Haskell Parking Solutions, contact Bobby Davidson at  
robert.davidson@haskell.com or call 904.357.4261.

Need parking fast? You need Haskell.

www.haskell.com
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